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When I use the term Gospel Community, I’m referring to the church living 

together in the grace and truth of the gospel in a way that reflects the 

beauty and power of Christ.  

 

� Grace is a guardrail on one side of the road that guards us from the 

cliff of legalism—thinking we can be righteous by our behavior; 

standards of performance that encourage us to be fake. 

� Truth is a guardrail on the other side of the road that guards us 

against licentiousness—thinking we can do whatever is right in our 

own eyes and expecting everyone else to tolerate us.  

In a gospel community: 

� The truth of the gospel confronts sin.  

� The grace of the gospel restores holiness and joy.  

 

So what does gospel community look like? It includes characteristics like 

humility, forgiveness, accountability, speaking the truth in love, 

encouragement, exhortation, discipline, serving, deep family-like care for 

one another. Gospel community is simply a term that we are using to 

summarize all that the NT says life should look like in the body of Christ.  

 

Gospel community is more than just functional relationships where the 

value of relationships is based on what you can do for me. Gospel 

community is more than surface relationships where we hide our true selves 

from one another. Gospel community involves playing a role in each other’s 

sanctification; helping each other battle sin and press on to the joy of 

holiness.  

 

Why is this thing we call gospel community so important?  

1) It is necessary for our sanctification (can’t grow to spiritual 

maturity alone) 

2) It is necessary for our witness  

� Gospel doctrine – gospel culture = hypocrisy 

� Gospel culture – gospel doctrine = fragiliy 

� Gospel doctrine + gospel culture = power 

3) It maximizes our ability to glorify God, which is our ultimate 

purpose in life.  

 

There are so many passages in the NT that describe and instruct us on what 

life together in the gospel should look like that I had a very hard time 

narrowing my message down to one passage but the one I picked is 

Colossians 3. Using the language of Col 3 we might say that true gospel 

community is experienced when we have a gospel-mindset and are 

continually putting off the old self of sin and putting on the new self in 

Christ so that we graciously relate to one another through the truths and 

values of the gospel.  

 

 

 

Let’s take a look at 3 essentials for true gospel community in Col 3.  

 

1. In a gospel community, we view all of life through our new 

position in Christ [vs. 1-4]. 

 

Here is the gospel lens. We must begin with a proper perspective. 

This is so important because everything you value, everything you 

do, and every way in which you relate to others is based on what you 

think as an expression of what’s in your heart.  We must think and 

live through only one lens to interpret our lives, and that lens is 

Christ and what He had done for us.  

 

Vs. 1 begins with the word, “therefore.” In other words, what Paul is 

about to say is based on what he has already said in chapters 1 & 2, 

where he has been reminding them of the power of the gospel, the 

preeminence of Christ, and warning them about resorting to self-

made religion which has no value in overcoming the indulgences of 

sin.  

 

So the word “therefore” carries a three-fold weight:  



� Because of who Christ is…as the preeminent Lord,  

� Because of what Christ has done…canceling sin’s 

condemnation against us and giving us eternal life, 

� Because the gospel is at work in you…sanctifying you and 

increasingly bearing fruit,  

Don’t resort back to earthly, sinful, thinking and living. 

Keep your eyes above on Christ who is your life (who defines 

your life).  

 

Notice in vs. 4 that Christ doesn’t merely give us life—He is our 

life. We are one with Him, meaning His life becomes ours, so 

that when Christ is revealed in glory, we will be revealed with 

Him as one with Him. We have died to this world (vs. 3). We 

can no longer just think horizontally about what happens in this 

world. We must think and therefore live all of life vertically 

through our relationship with Christ—our new position, new 

life, new perspective, new values in Christ. And as we are about 

to see, this will radically transform the way we relate to one 

another.  

 

2. In a gospel community, we put off the old self of sin [vs. 5-9].  

 

Again, Paul begins with the word, “therefore.” We only have to look 

back as far as vs. 3: “For you have died and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God….therefore (vs. 5), consider the members of your 

earthly body as dead” to these various forms of sin. In other words, 

since our new union with Christ means that we have died to our old 

self which was one with sin, and we have been made alive in our 

new self which is one with Christ, therefore we must no longer live 

as though sin is our master, but Christ only as our master.  

 

Paul gives us two lists of specific sins that must be eradicated from 

our lives because they are opposed to our new life in Christ. These 

are not exhaustive lists but examples of sinful patterns that must not 

just be reduced but mortified, eliminated, from our lives as though 

we were dead to them. We need a wartime mentality toward these 

sinful patters because they war against Christ, who is our very life.  

The first list in vs. 5, includes sins that disregard the supremacy of 

God. I says this because verse 5 says that these sins amount to 

idolatry. Idols are something that we serve or worship as a 

replacement for God. For example, immorality is idolatry because it 

is a means of seeking satisfaction in sexual sin rather than in God 

who created sex for His glory. Greed is idolatry because we are 

seeking satisfaction in earthly values rather than finding satisfaction 

in God’s supreme value. So these are sins that undermine God’s  

supremacy.  

 

The second list in vs. 9 includes sins whereby we seek the supremacy 

of self over others. Anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive speech and 

lying are not means by which we serve other people, but rather a 

means by which we suppress other people. We want supremacy over 

them.  

 

When we put these two lists together, what we are warring against is 

a stronghold of pride that is seeking to usurp God’s place of 

supremacy. Is this not the very heart of sin?  

� Lucifer’s fall: “you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I 

will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the 

mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 'I will ascend above 

the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' 

Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of 

the pit. (Isa 14:13) 

� Adam’s fall: “You will be like God, knowing good and evil” 

The Irony is that we should be like God in character, yet when we sin we 

defy God’s character in an attempt to usurp His throne, His supremacy.  

 

Now let’s take a more careful look at what these sins are. In vs. 5: 

� Immorality (porneia): sexual sin; any form of illicit sex 

(pornography). Don’t be mistaken, the sexual ethics of the 

ancient world were not more conservative than todays. Yet 

in sharp contrast, the Bible strictly forbids any sexual 

activity outside of the marriage bond between one man and 



one woman.
1
 And there is not a single verse in the Bible that 

can credibly refute that statement.  

� Impurity: a more general term than immorality which 

includes not only the act, but also the sinful thoughts and 

intentions of the mind—lust. This is not less serious than 

immorality, because they both proceed from the same heart. 

Jesus said, “Everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her 

has committed adultery with her already in his heart” (Matt 

5:28).  

� Passion & Evil Desire: both of these terms also refer to 

sexual sin, one emphasizing the physical aspect while the 

other emphasizing the mental aspect. Both terms are used 

together in I Thess 4:5, “where Paul commands Christians 

not to live ‘in lustful passion’ like the Gentiles who do not 

know God.”
2
 In other words, don’t let your passions go unrestrained 

like those who don’t know God.  

Unfortunately, we live in a culture in which people are 

encouraged to pursue their passions without discretion—to 

be unashamed and unrestrained in following their desires 

rather than mastering them. We would be wise to head the 

warning of I Peter 2:11—“beloved, I urge you as aliens and 

strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war 

against the soul.” 

� Greed: never satisfied or content, but always wanting more 

or wanting what is forbidden.  

  

In vs. 8, Paul calls us to put aside anger (orge). This word refers to “a deep, 

smoldering, resentful bitterness.” John MacArthur describes it as “the settled 

heart attitude of the angry person.” People and events “do not create his 

anger, but merely reveal that he is an angry person and give him target for his 

fury.”
3
 Wrath, on the other hand, refers to a sudden outburst of anger. As you 

can see, one may lead to another like a rumbling volcano that may explode 

suddenly with severe destruction.  
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Malice is a vicious intent to do others harm whereas slander (blasphemia) is 

to strip someone of dignity. It is the same word we translate blasphemy! To 

slander those created in the image of God is, in essence, to blaspheme God in 

whose image they were created.  

 

Then Paul calls us to put off abusive speech or “foul-mouthed abuse.” “This 

refers to obscene and derogatory speech intended to hurt and wound 

someone.”
4
 Often times sinful speech has been a part of a person’s life before 

Christ, and now the sinful patterns that still surface at times need to be 

replaced with words that come from a changed heart. Finally, Paul 

commands us to put off lying in vs. 9. God only speaks the truth—He never 

lies, and so our new life in Christ must renounce any form of lying which is 

characteristic of our enemy, Satan (John 8:44; Titus 1:2).  

 

Now don’t miss that in between these two hit-lists of sins, Paul gives us two 

reasons to assassinate them in our lives (vs. 6-7).  

 

a. They provoke the wrath of God [vs. 6]. 

 

These are the very sins that will call down God’s wrath on 

unbelievers in the day of judgement. Certainly then, we can expect 

that if they still show up in the lives of believers, according to 

Hebrews 12, God will lovingly discipline his children so as to purge 

sin from their lives “so that we may share in his holiness.”  

 

b. They are part of the old destructive self that you’ve laid aside to 

have new life in Christ. [vs. 7]…but this is no longer where you 

live—you now live in Christ who delivered you from your 

enslavement to sin.  

 

Why go on living as though you are spiritually impoverished, when 

you have the wealth of Christ? 

Why continue to live as though you are in bondage to sin, if you 

have been given freedom in Christ? 
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Why continue to indulge in the ugliness of sin if you have been given 

the beauty of Christ? 

 

Spurgeon—“Christian, what have you to do with sin? Has it not cost you 

enough already? Burnt child, will you play with the fire? What! When you 

have already been between the jaws of the lion, will you step a second time 

into his den? Have you not had enough of the old serpent? Did he not poison 

all your veins once….Did sin ever yield you a real pleasure? Did you find 

solid satisfaction in it? If so, go back to your old drudgery, and wear the 

chain again, if it delights you. But inasmuch as sin did never give you what it 

promised to bestow, but deluded you with lies, be not a second time snared 

by the old fowler—be free, and let the memory of your ancient bondage 

forbid you to enter the net again!”
5
 

 

Of course, we can’t just stop here—we don’t just battle sin to put off the old 

self. We must put on the new life in Christ (which is where we will pick up 

next week)—and that’s where true gospel community happens, but it won’t 

be authentic, we won’t have power in striving for the qualities of living in the 

gospel together if we are not strengthening each other in our battle against sin 

from a gospel-tinted perspective. In other words, the grace that we all want to 

experience in gospel community requires the power of truth to crush sin.  

 

My friends, as we come to the Lord’s Table this morning, what we celebrate 

is that in Christ we have the power to put off the sinful self. As we walked 

through those lists of sins that Paul commanded us put off, you may have felt 

a sting in your heart, because you are still battling or needing to battle these 

things. Oh, yes we need to repent and confess our sin, but come to the Lord’s 

table rejoicing that the cross of Jesus fully paid for those very sins—all the 

sins of those who trust in Him. Come clinging to the hope of the gospel.  

 

The only true cause for despair is if you are not in Christ, because apart from 

Him you have no power to escape sin’s condemnation. But God so loved the 

people of this world that He gave His only begotten son to be crucified on a 

cross so that justice would be served for our sin so whoever puts their trust in 
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Christ will not perish because of their sin, but be reconciled to God and have 

eternal life—the very life of Christ Himself that has triumphed over sin.   

 

Jesus said, “everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin…[but] if the Son 

sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:34, 36). We don’t win the 

battle against sin by trying harder or beating ourselves up when we fail. We 

only win by embracing the victory that Christ has waged against our sin 

through the cross. We win by putting our whole confidence and hope in 

Jesus. We win by having Him!Yet, even when we have Christ, we can grow 

lazy against fighting sin. If we continue in sin, we are not free—not free from 

guilt or sin’s destructive influence. Freedom is only found in the power of 

Christ who breaks the chains of sin’s enslavement—so we can not only be 

free but have the increasing joy of growing in holiness, growing into the 

likeness of Jesus.  

 

This morning you have the power to either receive or be renewed in the 

overcoming power of God’s grace.  

 

Communion: John 8:31b-32, 36 

 

 

3. In a gospel community, we put on the new self in Christ [vs. 10-

17].  

 

 

 


